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More Ohfervations of Monfieur Taverniers Voyages 3 promifed 
in the next foregoing trali. 

THe Second Volume of thefc Voyages treats ol EafiAndia^ 
and the neighbouring Iflands^tn three Books : The/r/f is 
of the Roads from Ijpahan to Agra , and from Agra to Dehli^ 
aad Gehanabat ^vjhtr^ the Court of the Great Mogol is at pre- 
fcnt ; as al fo to the Court of the King of Golconda, and to that 
of the Kingof Fifapour^ and to divers other places of India^Thc 
fecondis an Hiftorical and Political defcription of the Empire 
of the Great MogoLJhethird^z narrative of the Religion of the 
Mahometans in thofe parts, and of that of the Indian Idolaters ; 
together with an Account of the Authors voyage by Sea from 
Suratte to Batavia in 'Java major ^ and from thence i nto Holland j 
interfpcrfmg many particulars ef divers kingdoms of theEaft, 
Among the many Obfervablcs, contained in this Tome , we 
take notice ; r. That the Author defcribes the Figures of the 
Golden, Silver and Copper-coins of the feveral Countries of 
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iftA^ as aUb of the Shells and other fubftances which there pafs 
^r mony. 

2. That in tteroad from Suratte to ^gra , by the way of 
Immpurzw^ Seronge ^ there is a Village, called NAvapurA^ 
^hcrc the Rice, which i$ lefs than other rice^ acquires the fcent 
>f Musk by boy ling. 

3. That there are to be met with.admirable Jiglers and Moun- 
ebanks in the road from Suratn to A^ta by the way of Ama- 
Uvat 5 by forrie of whom the Author affirms he faw done what 
biiows : They kindled a great fire^ and in it heated fome Iron- 
:haios red-hot, which they laid about their bodies, without re- 
ceiving any apparent hurt thereby. They took alfo a little 
>ieceof woodland having fix't it in the Earth, they demanded 
rf the SpedatorSj what kind of fruit they would have grow 
ipon it : It being an fwered, Mangos 5 one of the Juglcrs crew 
:overM himfelf with a Linnen cloth, and ftoop'd down to the 
rround five or fix times. At which time one of the Spefiators 
laving placed himfelf fo that he could obferve what that Jugler 
Jidjfaw^that with a Razor he cut his flefh under his arm-pits, 
nd with the blood thence iffuing, rubbed the faid piece of 
vood. Whereupon every time that he raifed himfelf from 
Iroopingjthe planted ftick of wood was vifibly grown ; and 
t his third rifing,branches came forth with buds; at the fourth, 
he Tree w^as covered with leavesiaod at the firth,bloflbms were 
een upon ir. But then a Minifter of the Englijb Prefident being 
me of the Byftanders, when he faw, that out of a piece of dry 
rood thofe Juglers did in lefs than half an hour make grow up 
Tree of four or five foot high, with leaves and blolToms, was 
iy his zeal carried to flop the progrefsjand openly to declare, 
hat he would never give the H.Communion to any one of thofe 
hat {hould (lay any longer there to fee more of fuch (by him 
eputed Magical)things.Whichfpoiled the Juglers proceedings, 
nd made the faid Prefident difmifs both the Company, and the 
uglers together.^ 

4.That mdmaddvat^ the wife of a rich B^;!?^/^;? being barren, 
nd yet extreamly defirous of children , was told by a dome- 
ickjthat if fhe would eat of a certain kind of living creature, 
lewou'dadaredly be with child; and that that creature was 
Dthing but a certain little Fifh, of which fhe fliouldeat but 
ireeorfour. Now, therehgionof the J5^;;mw not permitting 

them 



( 753 ) 

them to eat any thing that hath had life ; this woman fcrHp/ed 
to comply with the advice given her. But the Advifer having 
told her, that he would fo difguifc the thing, that nobody 
fhould icnow it to be fi(b,(he at laft refolvcd to eat ofit : Which 
done, the night following (lie had the company of her husband^ 
and not long after perceived her fclf to be with child ; though 
ihe was not fo happy as to enjoy the life®f her husband til! fiie 
was delivered. He therefore being dead, before flje was brougiu: 
to bedjtheRelationsof her husband^pretendingpto hiseftate u\d 
goods, the widdow oppofed them, alledging that (he was with 
child by him, and defiring they would have patience till Ak 
were delivered. They,being furprizcd hereat, told her^flie jefted 
with them as having been married to her husband i $ or 1 6 years 
without ever having been with child. The widdow being con- 
tinually importuned by them, addreG'd her fc'S to the Cover- 
nour of the Country, acquainting him with the whole (tory : 
whoordet'd thereupon, that thofe Relations (hould ftay till (be 
was brought to bed. She being well delivered not long after^ 
the kinfmen of the defunft, people of credit, would maintain 
that this: child was not legitimate* The Governour,eBdeavouring 
to know the truth hereof, confulted with fomc Phyficians, who 
defired, that the child might be brought into a bath, and that,if 
the remedy, by her ufed,were true,the fweat of the child would 
fmcll of fiflb. Which being done, the matter fell out according 
to what tbePhyficianshadpredifted: Whereupon the Eftace 
was by the Cover nour adjudged to the child. Butthe Relations 
not being fatisfied therewith , appealed to the Grand Mogol 
himfelf at J^rd. Which made that Prince to command a Letter 
to be written to the Governour , enjoyning him that he fhould 
fend to him the Mother and the Child, to make the aforementi- 
OD*d Experiment in his prefence. Which having beendone,with 
the like fuccefs as before, the Relations of the deceafed husband 
were obliged todefift, and the Mother and Child remained in 
the quiet poflcffionof the Eftatc 

5. h ElephanUrumfamilia^femeUasjacere fupwas in coitu; (^ 
UyUinis a^ftrofercitas , codcervare omnu generis folia d^herl^as^ex 
qnibm cubile quoddamjibijiruant valde commodum , uni^ cumpuU 
7/wari quodam berbaceoy 4 vel 5 pedes reliqua le£ii psrte altiorL 

6. That the Author affirms to have given us an exaft Lift of 
all the Merchantable Commodities/urnifh'd by the Empire of 
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the G.Mogol, and the two kiogdcms of Gokonda and Vifapmr^ 
and other neighbouring States ; and of all what Nature and Arc 
afford there : w^. Siiks ; various Cloths ^ white and painted j 
C0tUmfyun and unfpiin ; hdig^^ Sdtpeter^ Spices (Card^mum^ 
Ginger and Pepper^) Diamonds , Rubies, Fearis^Eezoar^ Mmk, 
Sugar; befides fome Drugs , that indeed are found at Suratte^ 
but are brought thither for falefrom other Countries, as Sal 
Jrmomack^Borax^ Gum-lac, Saffron, Cumin^ Mirrhe^ Fra^kin- 
eenfe, Opium^Ligmm Jlioes.LicoriJh^ Caffia^ Qffe. To ail which 
he hath annexed an account of the Cheats ufed m divers of thefe 
cominodities, cfpecially in the Stlks^Cloths^Cottom Indigo, 

J. That thepenetrancy of the powder of Indigo is fuch, that 
whilfl they are fearfing it, or fee it fearfed^ they are obliged ^ 
very half hour to drink a draught of Milk to wafh it down ; 
and that, all this notwithftanding^they yet often find,that have- 
ing been for nineor ten days together bufie about thiswork^ 
whatever they fpit for fome while, is blewifli.And that the Au- 
thor hath often obferv'd^that having in the morning pur an Egg 
near thefe Searfers, it hath been found in the evening all blew 
within. 

8. That 'tis certain, that the Nutmeg' tree is not planted^buit 
the fruit of it fown by bfrdsf^ faid to fwaUow the Nutmegs 
whole 5 and voiding them whole without digeftion , covered 
with a vifcous matter ^ whereupon they take root and grow up 
to a Tree. Again,that the Birds of paradife eating this fruit, ara 
intoxicated therewith, and fall down dead upon the place ; 
whereupon Em nets come and eat off tbeir legs.and other parts. 

9. That Sugar being kept thirty years, becomes poy fon.and 
that there is hardly any thing n>ore dangerous than that ^ when 
eaten of that age. 

10. That the Author affirms to be the firftof Europeans that 
hath been in the (Diamond- mines j of which hefaiih there are 
four known and noted ones 5 two of them being Rivers, out of 
which thofe precious Stones are gotten,at one of which he faith 
he hath beeOj as well as in the other two that are in Rocky 
Mounrains : Of which two the one is at Raokonda in the domi- 
nions of the king of Vifapour ; the oiher^it Ganior Coloure in the 
kingdom ofGoieonda. The thirdis in the River, at Sommelpur 
or Ge^«<f/| m thefandof whichRiver, when 'tis (hallow, Dia- 
monds are found. The fourth is in the Ifland of Borneo in the 
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River Siif^4^i?;!^^whcre,it feems^the Author hath not been : Wh» 
obferves^that round abouc the place where Diamonds are found, 
the ground is Tandy and rocky, much like that of hontmnhlem 
inFrame: And that in thofe Rocks are many veins, fometinies 
half an inch broad,fomctimesan inchjthe Mine-men having little 
Iron-hooks, with which they fetch cue the Diamantin-oar : 
Which vcim^he fauh^do not al waies run ftreight, but are fome'^ 
times afceoding^fomerimes defcending. The Oar they waflh two 
or three times, and in it feek the treafure. As to the flaws, often 
found in Diamonds^A^/^/rA^that they proceed from hence, that 
the Mine-men do often ftri ke fuch forcible ftrokes with a great 
Iron-croWjthat that fluns the Diamond and fo flaws it. To know 
the valueof Diamonds^if they be good tvfry way, our Author 
gives this Rule : That if a good Diamond weigh one r^r^/, 'tis 
worth 150 Fremfj livres>\ and then to know,how much a good 
ftonef^?^ jof I2i"4r4^iis worth^youare tomultiply i2initfelf, 
which makes 144 5 which produft is to be multiplied by 150 
(the priceof one of afingie ^-^r^r,) which will make 216c© 
^nchlivres^ the priceof a Diamond of 12 carats^ But if the 
Diamond be not perfed^then you are to allow but Bolivres for 
a cMraf ; and if fiich a kaid of Diamond fliould weigh 1 5 carats^ 
thenmu'tiply 15. in itfelf, is 225, and this into 80, makes 
20000 hvrcs, the value of that Diamond. According to which 
rule, rhe Diamond of the G.M(J^^/ (weighing 279,^^ carats^ being 
perfeft^aud havingbeen handled by our Author) will amount 
to I r 723 278 French livres. If it weighed but jufl: 2']().urats^ 
k would beworrhonly r i 6j 61 so livres ; the odd ,'^ coming to 
47 r 28 livres m fuch a Stone,as the Author computes it. 

1 1. That Rubies3Topa2es,Saphirs,Hyacinthsand Amethiftg^ 
are found in the kingdom oi Fegu, in Mount Capellm ; and alfo 
that forae of them are found in a River inthelflandof Ceyloft. 
Concerning the rate oi Rubies in particular, ^e/i//^, that when 
any of them exceeds 6 ratis (a ratis being ^ of a carat^ and is 
perfeft, they fell them at what price they plcafe, 

1 2, That Turkoifes are no where found bur in Perfia , where 
he faith there are two Mines of them^the one called the Oldrosk^ 
near Nichabourg^ three days journey from Meched ; the other, 
the Nerv rock, five days journey from the former ; and that thofe 
of the latter Mine, being of a faint and whitifli blew^ are but 
little efteem'd. 
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f 3. Of Fearls hcYmh this remarkable obfervatiofi, viz.ihs^t 
he bad one Pearl-oyfter in his hand , that had ie^ pearls ioic, 
though of different bigneffes; i hey being Jn his opinion, bred 
in Oyflerf^as Egg? are m the belly of Fowl. Further, he rakes 
notice of a Pearl in the Cabinet of the Ring of Ferjia, which 
coft hiu) 3 2000 fimmSy or r 40000 French ihres ; the great- 
eft that is known ; as aifoof two Pearls,fhap'd like a Pear^ooe 
of 7o,the other of 56 ratu : and efpecially of a Pearl belonging 
to a Vnmc of Ara^ia^ which, hefaith^ goes in beauty beyond all 
the Pearls in the world ; it being perfeftly round, and tranfpa* 
rent, weighing i/^ carats. 

14. That M^ii', when 'tis firft drawn ouc of a certainbagof 
the Musk-deer, 'tis like Blood coagulated:That moft of it comes 
iDUt of the kingdom of Boutan , between «;6 and 60 degr^ Nor- 
thero Latitude ; but that Cochin-China alfo and Tm^mn do fur- 
nifli fome quantity. Concerning the faid Kingdom of Bcuta^ 
(which is tributary to the G^Mogol) he notes, that people tra- 
vel into it from P^f^i/i in Bf^^^/^, taking their march North- 
ward, even to the 6o/4 degree, fetching from thence not only 
excellent MWi^^but choice Rhubarb^ and an wfdul Seed , caird 
Worm^feed. Of the People of this Kingdom he re!ares,tbat they 
have had the ufe of Muskcts^Canon and Powder for feveral ages; 
they giving out,that they now have pieces of Canon, on which 
are found Cyphers or Letters demonftrating them to be above 
500 years old. This is that very Kingdom (faith cur Author^ 
through which the AmbalTadors of M^/^i?^;^ pafled A. r 659 into 
China^ they taking their road all along the Great fartaryox\ the 
North of JB^»/^/!?: Which AmbafTadors , if [ hey had complied 
with the cuftomes and ceremonies of China^ we might probably 
have at this day a beaten road by land from Mufcovy to Chma^ 
by the North of tartaria Magna ^ and mucfe more knowledge of 
the Kingdom of Be^i5^rj^, whichis neighbouring thereto 5 and of 
more other Countries, of which we hardly know the names : A 
thing,that might have proved a great advantage to all Europe. 

1 5. That Bez0ar is found among the excrement that is in the 
paunch of certain Goats,that feed on a plant,the name of which 
the Author faith he hath forgot. This plant is faid to thruft out 
certain buttons, about which and the extremities of thebran- 
€hes,eaten by thefe Goats, the Btjzoar is formM in their belly. 

Tis added, that the Bezoar takes its form according to that of 
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rhc buttons and the ends of the branches 5 v\ hence come fo ma- 
ny different figures/Tts further noted,thac the Country- people 
by feeling the belly of the Anitnal that breeds the Bezoarj^ 
know what quantity it hath, and fell itaccordingly.They Aide 
both hands under the belly , and beat the paunch longwaieson 
both fides, whereby all the fiones are faid to fall into the mid- 
dle of the paunch , whereby ihey are enabled to count their 
number. Tis further obferv'd^thac the Bezoarisvery liable ta 
be counterfeited,evcnby giving to the faife ones as many coats 
as the true ones are wont to have. But to difcern the cheat,you 
Eiafl either weigh ic,and then lay it for fome time in luke- warm 
water ; and, if the water changes not its colour^and the Bezoar 
lofes nothing of its weight/tis not counterfeit: Or, youmuft 
touch it with a pointed Iron heated red-hot ; and if the Iron 
enters.ard ci^akes it brown like fried meat, *ris not natural. Con- 
cerning the value of Eezoar, our Author affirms that it rifcth 
as that of Oiamoodsi doth : For, if five or fix Bezoars together 
weigh one ounce, they are fold for 1 5 to 1 8 French Ihres ; but 
if one Bezoar weighs one ounce, thatonnce is worth 100 fticb 
livresMt faith^tbat he hath fold one of 4; ounces, for 2000 Fr. 
livresThc Goat that breeds thefeScones/is, by his defcript ion, 
a very fineand tall creature,having hair as fineasfilk* 

i6.Thac there is alfo a fore of Bezoar, yielded by Givjof 
that Country , but not much eftceuied.Another fort there is^bred 
by Apes, mMac.'ijfar^ fo (lrong,that two grains do as much as 
fix of that of the Goats^This, hefiuh/\% alwaies round, much 
rarer and therefore much dearer than theothen 

1 7. That there is another Stone, highly efteem'd, called the 
Fcrcupin Jlone^which is in the head of this Anitual, though fome- 
times alfo in its belly ;faid to be more foveraign againft poylbn 
than any Bezoar^ Having been infus*d a quarter of an hour in 
water, 'tis here affirmed to be as bitter as any thing in the worlds 

i8,That the Serpentw-ftone^ is aTo held very excellent for 
dra wing out poyfon. 

NB. It wasvimltted above, in ».f . that the figure of that 
big Diamond of the Q.Mogol'xs that of half a Hens-egg ; as alfo^ 
that the biggeft Diamond of the G. Duke of fufcany is of 139,. 
ea^Ats^ tending fomevvhat to a Citron coloun At Golcmda cur 
Author faith to have feen one of 2^2^^ carais^ for which they 
asked 750000 French Ihres ^ot 500000 Eoupies.. Headds^that 
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himfelf bought one of i^jT^ carats^ rude ; and that, when cuf,1t 
retained ^^l carau: hnd^tbat he bought another of 63 carats,&:c. 
Jin Extrah of feme ObfervAtions , to be met vpith in the Journal 
des Scavaos i comerning the Lake of Mexico 5 a^d a ftrange 
fort of Key ^grovphg fcmetimes in certaw parts ^/France. 
I. ^T^ He Lake of Mexico hath this of extraordinary atid 
JL perhaps peculiar, chat part of its water ia.Sweet,arid 
^he other part Salt; which make it believed to be derived from 
two fources, whereof the one holds fweet water, the other 
tomes from fome mineral and fa! in Earth, found in the hills, 
through which this water pafTeth, and is impregnated with the 
fait which is dilTolved in its courfe: Or,if it hathno peculiar 
fource, it mud be,thatthat,which makes pare of the Lake fair, 
is the bottom or the Earth under the wacer^ being in that place 
full of fait : which is confirmed by Experience^much Salt being 
made of it every day, of which that City drives a great trade 
With rtmote parrs,even the PM/)>/^/>?ri themfelves,whither it is 
tranfported in confiderable quantities* That part of the Lake 
which is fweetjis ft ill and quiet jt he fait part is agitated and mo- 
ved according as the winds blow. The fvveet water is very good 
and wholefom, breeding plenty of little fifties. That which is 
ttiov'd, is bitter-falt, breeding no fi(h at all. The fweet water 
is higher than the other, and falls into it. The water of theSalc 
part is feven leagues long, and as many leagues broad, and hath 
^bove 22 leagues in compafs. That of the Sweet water is near 
as big; and the whole Lake contains about 50 leagues in com- 
pafs. Formerly there were near 80 Towns feared round about 
this Lake, fome of which contained 5000 Families , and fomc 
^bove 1 0000. At the prefent there may be a matter of thirty 
Burroughs and Villages, of which the greateft holds not above 
500 Houfes 5 all the reft having been ruined by the revolutions 
in that Country. 

2. Some years fince, M.Perrmlt related to the R. Academy 
o( Faru^ that travelling through Sologne, he had been informed 
by fome Phy ficians aud Chirurgions of that Country , that the 
^ejf was there fomerimes fo corrupted, that thofe who did eat 
of the bread which had much of this corrupted grain in it, were 
feifed on by a Gangrene, fome in one part,fome in another/ome 
lofing a finger,others a hand,others a nofe^&c. and that this Gan- 
grene was not preceded by any fever, nor inflammation, nor 
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